The Esoterism and the Tathagatagarbha Theory (N. Takata) 3) at the head of the third section.
This sutra occupies 53 pages of the Taisho Tripitaka (Vol. XIX, . About two-thirds of it is almost identical with the whole of the Aryad-4) haranisvara-rajasutra.
[Attached diagram No. 1]. Of the rest, one part belongs to itself (Diagram No. 1] , and another part finds its approximate equivalents in (1) part of the Mahavairocanabhisambodhivikurvitadhisthana-vaipulya-5) sutrendraraja nama dharmaparyaya; (2) part of the Chu-fu-ching-chieh-she-6) chen-shih-ching, etc.; and (3) the whole of the Aryaparinatacakra nama 7) mahayanasutra. (Diagram No. 2) . The present sutra differs slightly from its equivalents, for instance in the names of bodhisattvas, and it retains its unity as an independent sutra.
The fact that this esoteric sutra has adopted so much from the Aryadharanisvararaja-sutra is a manifest proof of the relation that exists between
Esoterism and the Tathagatagarbha Theory, but this point is made more minutely clear when we refer to the Ratnagotravibhaga mahayanottara-8) 9) tantra-sastra, a treatise that covers the Aryadharanisvararaja-sutra and explains its Tathagatagarbha Theory in a systematic way. This treatise, in its fourth of the seven items of exposition, namely, in the Caturtham vajrapadam where it speaks of the "dhatu", explains the "sixteen great compassions" and the "thirty-two actions" of the bodhisattva stated in the Aryadharanisvararaja-sutra. Now, the "sixteen great compassions" and the "thirtytwo actions" of the bodhisattva are also found in the Shou-hu-kuo-chienchu-dharani-ching.
3) Collected Works of Kobo Daishi, Vol. I, p. 117.
4) According to the Ratnagotravibhaga mahayanottaratantrasastra edited by E. H. Johnston, D. LITT., p. 6, this sutra is named "Aryadharanisvararajasutra", but according to the Derge version (Tohoku No. 147), is named "Aryatathagata -mahakarunanirdesa nama mahayanasutra". The Esoterism and the Tathagatagarbha Theory (N. Takata)
Nor is that all. In the Shou-hu-kuo-chieh-chu-dharani-thing, the sixteen great compassions are the 'root' of the bodhisattva and the thirty-two actions are the expedient method which is regarded as final. There is the phrase in this sutra: "Of the bodhisattva, the bodhi-mind is the cause, the great compassions are the root, and the expedient method is final." This phrase exactly corresponds to that phrase which appears in the Mahavairocanabhisambodhivikurvitadhisthana-vaipulya-sutrendraraja nama dharmaparyaya and which declares the central idea of this important sutra of Esoterism: "Tad etat sarvajnajnanam karunamulam 10) bodhicittahetukam upayaparyavasananam."
We have seen how one of the main aspects of Esoterism, the garbhadhatu aspect presented in the Shou-hu-kuo-chien-chu-dharani-ching and in the Mahavairocanabhisambodhi-vikurvitadhisthana-vaipulyasutrendraraja nama dharmaparyaya has developed itself on the basis of the Tathagatagarbha Theory stated in the Aryadharanisvararaja-sutra and explained in the Ratnagotxa-vibhaga mahayanottaratantra-sastra. Another main aspect of Esoterism, the vajradhatu aspect, can also be proved to have developed on the Tathagatagarbha Theory. In this case, too, the Shou-hu-kuo-chieh-chu-dharani-ching is to be observed in the following connections.
The Ratnagotravibhaga mahayanottaratantra-sastra, in explaining the 11) Tathagatagarbha Theory on the basis of the Tathagatagarbha (37) The Esoterism and the Tathagatagarbha Theory (N. Takata) chien-she-chen-shih-ching, which, with its chapters "Vajradhatu-GreatPractice-Place" etc., belongs doubtless to the Vajradhatu system, has parts in common with the Shou-hu-kuo-chieh-chu-dharani-ching.
It will be added here that some other sutras such as Srimala-sutra and Abhisamayalamkara-mahayanasutralamkara find their expositions in the Ratnagotravibhaga mahayanottaratantra-sastra and therefore are more or less connected with the esoteric sutras mentioned above.
It is thus clear that the theories expounded in the important esoteric sutras are in close relations with the Tathagatagarbha Theory. Where, then, lies the characteristic of Esoterism? According to the Shou-hu-kuo-14) chieh-chu-dharani-ching, Esoterism is expounded for the sake of those who are yet unable to achieve any enlightenment after following the Tathagatagarbha Theory; Esoterism teaches them a unique expedient method by which they are led to know the nature of their own minds and attain the most genuine Unsurpassed Bodhi (Anuttarasamyaksambodhi). The 'expedient method' found in the Shou-hu-kuo-chieh-chu-dharani-ching is of two kinds one belonging to the system of the Garbhadhatu, and the other belonging to that of the Vajradhatu. The equivalent of the former is found in the Aryaparinatacakra nama mahayanasutra, and that of the latter in the Chuf u-ching-she-she-chen-shih-ching. The method of the former precedes that of the latter in actual practice of the Shou-hu-kuo-chieh-chu-dharani-ching.
The method of the latter contains the meditation of the Shou-hu-kuo-chiehchu-dharani, namely, the dharani Om in an image of a full moon, and this is regarded as the consummation of the theaching of the whole Shou-hukuo-chieh-chu-dharani-ching.
14) Taisho, Vol. 19, .
